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sy L. containing an account of the werk of God 
bd in Sandwich, Massachusetts. 

a al 


ay DEAR BROTHER, 
ae 7 OU requested me to give an account of the 

werk of Ged in Sandwich. As it is some 
time since it took place, and as I did not keep a 
journal, it will be impossible for me to do it in full. 
i will endeavor to relate some particulars. 

In May, 1842, I visited the island of Nantucket. 
While I was there, the Lord made bare his arm in 
the awakening and conversion of souls. I thought 
*< MBit was the greatest season I had ever witnessed. 
+a There had been a great reformation. for several 
~ “Mi monihs prior to this time. through the instrumen- 
3 tality of Brother S—s, and more than a hundred 
members were added to the Methodist society. 
Still, however, the glorious work seemed reviving, 
Band many of the meetings I had with the people 
~ @ will not, I believe, be fergotten.in eternity. 
wie Afier spending a few days‘in this place, I came 
> # io Sandwich. ‘The assembly, on the first Sabbath, 
~-@ was not large. A few days after this, we had a 
-“@ prayer-meeting, in which the presence and power 
~ @ of God. were sadist ei A man was awakened 
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on his return home from this meeting, and soon after, [ 


found peace of mind. Our young brethren now 
held meetings in different places, and these were 
attended with uncommon displays of the diving 
power. ‘The work, at this time, began to spread 
in a powerful manner. On the Sabbath the peo. 
ple gathered at the meeting-bouse. After singing 
and prayer I arose te preach, but was so struck 
with divine power, and felt such a weight of the 
cause of Ged, that it was sometime before I could 
utter a word. A number were this day awakened, 
The next day a meeting was held in a dwelling 
house. Afcer opening the meeting with singing 
and prayer, I gave an exhortation. In about five 
minutes, two cried aloud for merey, and were in a 
short time set at liberty nearly at the same instant 
of time. ‘The power and glory of God seemed to 


fill the place, and many being awakened began ery- § 


ing for mercy. Among others was a man who con- 
fessed himself to be a great sinner. His distress 
was so great that he appeared to be in the most 
extreme anguish. He said he could see nothing 
before him but eternal misery, while the horrors of 
hell seemed to encompass him about. We pointed 
him to the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sins of the world, and tothe glorious blood of 
atonement. At times he would have a gleam of 
hope, and for a moment would appear calm; but 
when he lost sight of that, his distress would re- 


turn. He continued in this way until about three § 


o’cloek in the morning, when the Day-spring from 
on high visited him, and he rejoiced with joy un- 
speakable. His soul appeared as happy as it could 
be in the body, I know not how many were awak- 
ened in this meeting and made the subjects of re- 
deeming grace. Many who were awakened were 
young people, but some of different ages and de- 
seriptions were made witnesses for Jesus. On the 
merning of the Sabbath, while the people were 
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seated in the mecting-house, I saw from the pulpit 
many in different parts of the assembly, who were 
in distress for their souls. 1 began publie exercise, 
and the power of God descended like the ‘rushing 
of a mighty wind, and seemed to fill the house. 
Some were crying for mercy, and others praising 
the God of free grace. I believe that day will be 
long remembered. Meetings were held for some 
time at the place ef my dwelling, every day and 
evening ; in all of which, there were the most re- 
markable displays of God’s awakening and convert- 
ing power. All were attentive—all concerned, ei- 
ther for themselves or others; and these who were 
not happy in Ged, were in deep distress of mind. 
Some who experienced religion were afterwards in 
great distress for othera ; and their distress would 
often continue, until the persons for whom they 
were distressed, were either awakened or brought 
into liberty. It is impossible for me to describe the 
wonders which God wrought in this part of his 
vineyard, duting the progress of this glorieus ref- 

ration. Almost every young person in the place, 

» had arrived to years of understanding, was se- 

sly impressed. J judge there were near a hun- 

| persons in all, who, in the course of this re- 
vival, were eflabled to entertain a hepe of God’s 
pardoning leve. A number joined the Congrega- 
tionalists, and some the Baptists. I have the satis- 
faction of saying, that most of those who joined 


| the Methodists, at present stand fast in the liberty 


wherewith Christ has made them free, and are or- 
naments te the christian profession. 


ee 
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o1 short account of the late revival of religion in 
thetown of Malden, Massachusetts, 


THE inhabitants of the north part of Malden, 
feeling dissatisfied with the proceedings of their 
former minister, and desiring the privilege of a § 
meeting more immediately in their own neighbor. 
hood, met together and agreed to have preaching 
from the Methodist denomination. Application 
was aeeordingly made for that purpose. Rev. T, 
M. and two or three others spent some sabbaths 
with them, and a number appeared to be awakened § 
to a sense of their lost condition by nature, and the 
need of faith in Christ. After this, Rev. Ephraim 
Willey was employed among the people as their 
pastor. He continued his labors through many 
trials and discouragements, until May, 1815, when 
the Lord was pleased to pour his spirit in a glori- 
ous manner upen a large number, <A meeting for 
socicty was appointed, and although but few were 
expected to attend, yet such was the imterest the 
people now felt, that the place wasthronged. The 
time was taken up in addressing the throne of 
grace; while a deep solemnity rested on the assem- 
bly. Many were seeking an interest in Christ, and 
others were enabled to rejoice in délivering grace. 
Such was the attention, such the general move, 
among the people, that during the space of a week, 
business was in @ great measure suspended. They 
went from heuse to house, some desiring to have 
their friends pray for them, and others exhorting [| 
all they met toembraee the Saviour of lost men. 


In the space of two weeks, between forty and 


fifty were hopefully converted. Some who were 
‘sixty years ef age, and others only fourteen, could 
testify, that God has power on earth to forgive sins. 
‘The waters of life seemed plentifully to flow, the 
voice of the turtle was heard, and the praises of 
Immanuel were multiplied. 
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A society or chureh was formed and thirty-seven 
became members. Seven others have since been 
received ; and it is hoped that God will eontinue to 
water and cherish the vine which he has planted,* 


en wt ¢ Qiemase > 


Extract ef a letter from Rev. O. H. concerning the 
reformation on Mansfield Circuit, dated Jan. 
2, 1316. 


1 AM happy to inform you, that there is now a 
most glorious revival of religion in this vicinity. 
In one town, where there was no society, God has, 
in the space of three months, raised up a society 


s of sixty members; and the work still goes on in a 


prosperous manner. I have in one day baptized 
sixteen persons. 

In the town of Providence, a number profess to 
have experienced religion, and can testify that God 
is love. And in Mansfield, where I reside, the 
scene is glorious. Religio revives, and seems to 
baar down all beforeit. It appears as if the win- 
dows of heaven were opened. O may the Prince 
of Peace fill the wide world with his glory, and 
usher in the day, when peace and geod-will to men 
shall every where abound. 





*This reformation has been erroneously represented, 
as being through the i@@trumentality of Calvinists. Al- 
though it was of infinite free grace, and all the glory 
due te God, yet it seems proper to observe, that it hap- 
pened amidst the ministrations of Rev. E. W. and some 
of his brethren who occasionally visited the place. Af- 
ter the work began, several calvinistic preachers flocked 
into Malden, and velunteered their ministerial services, 
until the people kindly told. them that their services 
would not be acceptable. 
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Poetical tribute to the memery of the late Reverend 
Tuomas Coxsz, LL. D. one of the bishops ef the 
“Methodist church. 


AWAKE, ye sleeping sorrews of my soul, 
No joy nor apathy my grief control ; 
Nor noisy words, but stateliness of grief, 
Like a deep stream, shall.give my mind relief. 


Away each busy scene, each chiding care— 
This sacred hour ye shall no passion share : 
*Tis set apart the loss of Cox to mourn, 
Aad wash with tears his consecrated urn. 


Go back, O muse, survey his youthful days, 
When he despis’d the Saviour and his grace ; 
Nor felt the need of the atoning blood, 

Yet spake in serious accents of his God. 
Meanwhile his studious mind in knowledge grew, 
Till from the House of Learning he withdrew. 
Then drest in robes of office he appears, 

And prudent counsel much transcends his years. 


His soul, at length arous’d to sense of sin, 
Soon saw the need of blood to make it clean ; 
Mercy his hope, and mercy all his plea, 

For pardon asks, and is not turn’d away. 


Behold him now rejoicing in his God, 
With soul serene, wash’d in atoning blood ; 
He sings aloud the great Redeemer’s praise, 
And magnifies the riches of nidPrace. 


Soon he begins to warn a guilty race, 
To leave transgression and their sins confess 
Then England hears a message from his Lord, 
Columbia’s land is favor’d with the word : 
The isles attend to hear his lips declare, 
How deep, how wide, how free God’s mercies are 


Thousands of souls can witness to his zeal, 
He spake with power diyine, the power they feel ; 
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They bow submissive to the titith he taughf, 
And find in Christ the happiness they sought. 


Well he explain’d the Holy Book of Truth, 
To stay the aged and to guide the youth ; 
To aid his younger brethren in their course, 
And give that Holy Word diviner force. 
But when his noon-day sun had far declin’d 
A noble object caught his pious mind ;— 
"Twas much beyond his strength ans sinking age, 
Such as should youth and piety engage. 
To distant heathens he desir’d te prove 
The glorious riches of redeeming love. 
This call’d forth ali his soul, nor wouid he rest, 
Till others felt the flamethat warm’d his breast. 
Much he rejoic’d when heaven success bestow’d, 
He rais’d his hands and prais’d the living God. 


They straight embark’d for India’s barb’rous shore, 
Resign’d to ills they ne’er had borne before : 
Rais’d with the hope that Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
W ould give support and bless his word of grace. 
Their hopeful prospects much outfly the wind, 
And leave the spreading canvass far behind, 
“magination sees huge idols fall, 

nd Molech’s sons obey the Saviour’s call. 


His lab’ring mind ne’er sought inglorious ease, 
Nor on the land, nor on the rolling seas ; 
With constant zeal he writes, he speaks, he prays, 
Till the last period of his fleeting days. 


But soon, tce soon, the awful hour arrives, 
When we must say, our Coke no more survives ! 
At midnight and alone he breathes his last, 

Nor gives his dying counsels to the rest. 


Alas! short-sighted man! thou canst not See, 
The counsels of thy God, his wise decree ; . 
Thick clouds and darkness spread around his throne ; 
And in the deep he makes his footsteps knowa. 
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Bow then we must, beneath his rod, and say, 
Jehovah rules, let men and saints obey : 
Though dark his counsels, yet his dealings prove, 
He smites his children with a father’s love. 
Just is the Lord, his dealing can’t be wrong, 
Tis ours to praise for blessings lent so long. 


Go, pious man and minister, we’ll say, 
Go tothe realms of everlasting day ! 
In holy raptures tune thy heart to sing 
Tie high eternal honers of thy king ! 
Our faith descries thee in a shining dress, 
White asthe light and mace of righteousness ; 
To us thy death is loss, to thee a gain shall prove ! 


Thee may we meet again in realms of fer/ect love. 
By E. R. S. 


1S PIR 


ZIMMERMAN. 


The following tribute to the memory ofa beloved daugh- 
ter, was wiitten by J.G. Zimmerman; and marks 
the piety of his own mind, as well asthe influence of 
religion on the amiable subject of his sorrow. 


‘* MAY Ibe permitted here to give a short ac- 
count of a young person, whose memory I am _ ex- 
tremely anxious to preserve ? The world was un- 
acquainted with her excellence; she was known only 
to those whom she has left behind tobewai! her less. 
Fier sole pleasures were those which a retired and 
virtuous life affords. She was active,invariably mild, 
and always compassionate towards the miseries of 
others. Diffidentof her own powers, she relied 
with perfect confidence on the goodness of God, 
and listened attentively to the precepts ef a fond 
parent. ‘Taught by my experience, submiiting to 
my judgement, she entertained for me the most ar- 
dent affection ; and convinced me, not by profes- 
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sions, but by aetions, of her sincerity. Willingly 
would I have resigned my life to have saved hers ; 
and I am satisfied that she weuld cheerfully have 
given up her own to preserve mine. One of my 
greatest pleasures was, te please her, and my en- 
deavors for that parpose were most gratefully re- 


turned. She frequently presented me with a rose, 


whieh she knew was my favorite flower. I ever 
received it from her hand with delight, and preserv- 
ed it as arich treasure. * 

From her earliest infancy, she had been the 
submissive victim of ill health. But though of a 
weak frame of body, and very deeply afflicted, she 
bore her sufferings with steady fortitude, and pious 
resignation to the dispensations of heaven. Lier 
appetite was almost gone when she left Switzer- 
land ; a residenec which, though peculiarly en- 
deared to her, she guitted with her usual sweet- 
ness of temper, without diseovering the smailest 
regret. Soon after our arrival at Hanover, she 
fell into a deep decline. which at length terminat- 
ed ina hemorrhage of the lungs, of a very un- 
common nature, that soon deprived me of the com- 
fort of this beloved child. From the knowledge 
J had of her constitution, I apprehended that the 
disorder would prove mortal. ; How frequently 
during that fatal day, did my wounded, bleeding 
heart, bend me on my knees before God, to sup- 
plicate for her recovery ! But I concealed my feei- 
ines from her observation. Although sensible of. 
her danger, she never discovered the least appre- . 
hension. Smiles played around her pallid cheeks, 
whenever [ entered or quitted the room. Though 
worn down by the fatai distemper, a prey to the 
most corroding sorrews, the sharpest and most af- 
flicting pains, she aadeno complaint. She mildly 
answered all my questions by some short sentences 
without entering inte any detail. Her decay and 
impending dissolutioa became obvious to the eye $ 
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but to the Jast moment of' her life, her countenance 


preserved a sercnity correspondent to the purity of | 


her mindand the tender emotions of her heart, 
Thus I beheld my dear, my only daughter, at the 
age of twenty-five, after a tedious suffering of nine 
long months, expire in my arms. 

During the short time we passed at Hanover, 
where she was ssuch respected and beloved, she a- 
mused herself by composing several religious piee- 
es, Which were afterwards found among her papers ; 
and in which she impleres death to afford her a 
speedy relief from her pains. About the same pe- 
riod, she wrote also many letters, which were al- 
ways affecting, and frequently sublime. They 
were filled with expressions of the same desire, 
speedily to unite her soul with the Author of her 
being. The last words that my excellent child ut- 


tered, amidst the most painful agonies, were these ; § 
« To-day I shall taste the joys of heaven !’ 


as oe 


MRS. ELIZABETH ROWE. 
ELIZABETH ROWE, the daughter of a w 


respectable dissenting minister, was born at Icl.. .- 
ter, in Somersetshire, in 1674. She discovered 
early symptoms of fine parts ; and as her strongest 
bent was to poetry, she began to write verses at 


twelve years of age. She possessed uneommon el- | 


egance of mind, and exquisite sensibility. She al- 
so manifested a pious and devout disposition, even 
when she was very young. It was a peculiar hap- 
piness to her, that, early in life, she enjoyed the 
friendship of the pious bishop Ken ; at whose re- 
quest she wrote a paraphrase op the 38th chapter 
of Job. 

Her shining merit, and various accomplishments, 
procured her many admirers: but the person whe 
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The artificial lakes, which were mate to receive 
water from tbe inundations of the Nile for the pur- 
pose of watering the cultivated fields, were formed 
with great labor, and proved extremely useful, 
These are now nearly destroyed. And of eighty 
canals, used for conveying water into different 
parts of the country, only six remain entire. Sev- 
eral of these were 60, 90 and 120 miles in length. 
Lands, whieh were formerly loaded with wheat, 
wine, and fruit, are now barren desarms, without a 
tree ; and sands are accumulating in the fields, 
and continually making them less fertile. 

The pyramids nay be ranked among the most 
astonishing monuments of art, of which the world 
can boast. ‘They consist of immense stone build- 
ings in the form of a sugar-loaf, and attract the 
attention of all travellers. Vhree of these are 
distinguished from the rest on account of their 
astonishing size. ‘The largest is 600 feet in height, 
and covers nearly eleven acres of ground. Vari- 
ous are the opinions which learned men have form- 


| ed concerning the design ef these buildings. The 


most probable conjecture seems to be, that they 
were built as temples for the worship of some De- 
ity. tis said that idols of the highest antiquity 


| were shaped in the form of a pyramid. 


The labyrinth, cut from a marble rock, contains 
twelye palaces, 1560 reoms, eonneeted with twelve 
hails ; andit is said there are 1500 houses formed 
in the same manner. 

The mummy pits, so called, are rooms or vaults 
containing the generations which are gone. Some 
of these embalmed bodies have been dead 3000 
years, and are yet sound and entire. Perhaps 


| they will so yet remain until the trump of the last 


day shall awake them. 
In this ancient kingdom was a library, said to 
contain 700,000 volumes. This was destroyed by 
B 
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theMahometans,being used instead of fire-woed,un- 
til itwas ali consumed. The present learning of this 
eountry consists of a small share of arithmetic, 
some little knowledge in medicine, the precepts of 
the Alcoran, and the art of juggling, rope-dancing, 
&c. The inhabitants cons:st of Arabs, Jews, and 
some wretched Christians, 

In viewing the departed glory of this country, 
one is naturally led to remember the words of the 
prophet Ezekie] :—« It shall be the basest of king- 
doms ; neither shall it exalt itself any more above 
the nations : for I will diminish them, that they 
shall no more rule over the nations.” Ez. xxix. 15. 


i 


CRITICISM OF A NEGRO. 


A NEGRO, on returning home from meeting, 
was asked by his master how he liked the minister. 
«© Wy massa,” said Jack, * me scarcely know ; for 
de minister say, God makey beings calla man: he 
pickey one here, one dare, and givey dem to Jesus 
Christ, and da cant be lost. He makey all de rest 
reprobate, and givey dem to de devil, and da _ eant 
be saved. And de devil go about like a roaring li- 
on, to get away some of Christ’s, and he cant. De 
minister go about to get away some de devil’s, an 
he cant. Me dono which de greatest fool, de prea- 
cher or de devil.” \ 


$e 


THE GREAT PREACHER. 


A RUDE clergyman, who. because he could not 
preach, was accustomed to read his sermons, hap- 
pened one sabbath, while attempting to read some 
old notes that had grown somewhat rusty, to be ex- 
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treinely puzzled in making out what they contain- 
ed. On leaving the meeting-bouse, he rudely said 
to one of his hearers, ** ‘The reason I made out no 
better in preaching that old sermon, was, because 
the writing had got cold.”* « Sir,” replied his — 
friend, « lseriousl!y doubt whether any thing be- 
longing to that sermon, was ever warm.” 

There is one advantage in the puerile practice of 
reading instead of preaching. If a clergyman, 
after getting his sermon compiled and in readiness, 
should be taken suddenly ill, any other person in 
the parish, who is accustomed to read writing, 
could easily PREACH it in his stead, ‘This, howev- 
er, seems scarcely sufficient to warrant a practice 
which has no precept or example in the word of God 
to support it. 


en ec 


COLOSSUS. 


IN the city of Rhodes, which stands on an isl- 
island in the Carpathian sea, stood the celebrated 
statue of Apollo. which was called Colossus. It 
has been ealled one of the seven wonders of 
the world. It was formed in human_ shape, 
built ef brass; its feet were upon two moles, 


Swhich formed the entrance of the harbor, 


and ships passed full sail between its legs. It was 
105 feet in height, and every part was in equal pro- 
portion. But few persons could clasp round its 
thumb, It was the work of Chares, the disciple 


|of Lysippus, and the artist was twelve years in 


making it. I: was begun 300 years before Christ : 
and after remaining unhurt during almost a centu- 


Ty, it was parily demolished by an earthquake. A 


Winding staircase ran to the top, from which could 





. *We hope such ministers are not numerous. 
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easily be discerned the shores of Syria, and the 
ships that sailed on the coast of Egypt, by the help 
of glasses, which were hung on the neck of the 
statue. It remained inruins for the sprce of 894 
years ; and the Rhodians, who had received seve. 
ral large contributions to repair it, divided the 
money among themselves, and frustrated the ex- 
pectations of the donors, by saying that the Oracle 
of Delphi forbade them to raise it up again from | 
its ruins. Inthe year 672 of the ehristian era, it 
was sold by the Saracens, who were masters of the 
island, to a Jewish merchant of Edessa, who lead- 
ed $00 camels with the brass, the value of which 
had been estimated at 36,000 pounds English money. 


—— ED > Cpr = 


An extract from a Sermon on Genesis 1. 26. 


HAPPY was that blessed period, when man liv. § 
ed but to love and serve his Creator, and was _ the 
prateful dispenser of the same comfort and peace 
which he himself enjoyed, to every living creature 
that moved upon the face of the earth! How great 
the reverse which we live to witness ! In losing the 
image of God wherein he was created, man has 
Jost all that was lovely and excellent in him:  ¢or- 
ruption and perverseness of heart appear in a mul- 
titude of forms ; and in nothing does the deep-dyed 
depravity of the natural man more unequivocally § 
testify its existence, than in that prevalent cruelty 
of disposition, which, from the earliest childhood, 
is exercised towards the patient and uneffending 
subjects of our tyrannical government. Do you 
seek confirmation of this lamentable truth? Go 
into the streets and lanes of the city, go into the 
highways and hedges, and there, in the merciless 
conduct of your fellow-mortals towards the beasts 
of the field, the fowls of the air, and every creeping 
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thing, read the true character of apostate man ; 
there learn the necessity of that radical change of 
disposition which religion alone can accomplish. 

The almost universal prevalence of cruelty, ina 
greater or less degree, throughout the human spe- 
cies, where the power of divine grace has not, by 
rooting out the source of the evil, banished its ef- 
fects, places the true nature and neeessity of spir- 
itual influences ina very important and useful light. 
it confirms’and illustrates the seripiural doctrine, 
that man must be effectually translated froma state 
of nature into a state of grace ; not only for en- 
suring his own future blessedness, but also for pro- 
moting the present comfort and happiness, as_ well 
of himself as of every inferior creature that mov- 
eth upon the face of the earth. 

The establishment of this truth immediately 
leads usto prove the heinousness of the guilt of 
wilful cruelty towards any of God’s creatures ; 
and at the same time to connect the subjeet of hu- 
manity toanimals with that grand and essential 
doctrine of revealed religion, the rain and recovery 
of man. For since the dominion of man over the 
various brutes of the creation was an express gift 
of God; since God himself is all mereiful and be- 
stowed this right of government upon man when 
he, in conformity to the likeness of his Maker, was 
merciful also; it is a direet and necessary conclu- 
sien, that merey and kind treatment is due from 
man to every animal, and that all wanton and need- 
less cruelty towards them is, and must ever be, an 
abomination in the sight of God. It is a positive 
abuse of that sovereignty with which Ged has in- 
trusted him, and proves how unworthy he is of the 
trust. 

It is indeed most evident from the known and 
revealed attributes of God, that if, in his wisdom 
and goodness, he thought fit to create living crea- 
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tures endowed with feelings, sagacity, and useful. 
ness to man; If, when he saw that they were guod, 
fie blessed them; if he furnished them with varied 
eapacities of contributing to the eomfort of man- 
kind ; if, in a word, he gave them a susceptibility 
of enjoyment in themselves, and alse « power of 
promoting the enjoyments of man, God must have 
designed such beings to be happy. He therefore 
. made man their lord and protector, in order to se- 
cure their comfort by what then was and still 
ought to be the strongest of obligations, that of 
gratitude and love tothe Creator. But if man be- 
tray the confidence reposed in him, and with un- 
feeling wantonness or revengeful malice, inflict un- 
warranted tortures on the unhappy objects of his 
control, he manifests an apostate disposition of 
heart, necessarily hateful to God; a disposition, 
which, if not subdued by the transforming efficacy 
of Christ’s religion, will inevitably lead to his de- 
struction. 

On firm ground, my brethren, stands the claim of 
the brute creation to benevolent usage ; the grant 
of sovereignty was given to man in his paradisaical 
state; but theugh he is fallen from thence, the 
eriginal charter of merey remains uurepealed, and 
the right of the creatures to a merciful govern- 
ment is still established on its primitive foundation. 

Solomon says (Prov. xii.10) The tender mercies 
of the wicked are cruel. What melancholy proofs 
of the natural barbarity of the human heart are 
we daily called to witness! Well might the apostle 
deseribe those that know not God, as being without 
natural affection, implacable, unmmereiful ! Instan- 
ces may, perhaps, oceasionally oecur, where a cer- 
tain constitutional tenderness of feeling produces a 
kind of natural humanity, independent of religious 
influence ; but this sort of humanity, though ami- 
able in its appearance, is usually partial and uneer- 
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tain in its effects: it wants that energy of motive 
and steadiness of principle, which is the soul of 
christianity. 

Such exceptions prove nothing against the gener- 
al rule; wherever the religion of the gospel has 
not taken root in the heart, we see positive proofs 
of an unfeeling temper. It may appear in various 
degrees, and be exercised towards different objects 
according to circumstances 5 but stititis a fact, a- < 
like notorious and melancholy, that creation groans 
bencath the eruelties of its tyrant, man. Shall we 
not, then, open our mouth for the dumb, in lhe cause 
of all such as ure appointed to destruction ? ‘Think 
not that we labor in a trifling cause, when mercy is 
our theme, and cruelty the subject of our reproba- 
tion. 

Scriously contemplate their various excellencies, 
and the obligations which we owe them forthe mul- 
tiplied comforts and conveniences of life ; and then 
shudder at the sight of se much ingratitude to the 
Author of them all, as we see hourly exensplified 
in the merciless abuse of his creatures. gg? 

Hearken to the language made use of by#@od 
himself, in describing that most useful and ingired 
animal the horse ; can we suppose that God looks 
with indifference on a creature. concerning whem 
he thus spake to Job? Hast thou given the horse 
strength 2? hast thou clothed his neck with thunder ? 
Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper 3 
The glory of his nostrils is terrible. He paweth in 
the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on 
to meet the armed men, &e. Job xxxix. And yet, 
to what a tyrannical dominion, to what a more 
than brutal system of cruelty, is this most noble and 
serviceable anima) continually made subject ? fs he 
made strong ? do we not daily behold his strength ex- 
hausted with fatigue, his body lashed, goaded, and 
tortured by every art that unfeeling man can in 
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went ? What multitudes of these creatures are un- 
timely worn out and decayed through the constant 
excess of cruel treatment they receive, in order 
that political and domestic intclligence may be con- 
veyed tous with more than necessary speed, or that 
eur journies from place to place may be performed 
with a needless and inhuman degree of swiftness ! 
Full often is the laborious animal denied the food 
which nature requires to support his health and 
strength, and yet eompelled to exert every nerve in 
his accustemed service, and unmercifully beaten if 
his strength fail. In vain does eompassion plead in 
his behalf; his tyrant is alike deaf to the claims 
ef mercy and gratitude: his writhings, conyul- 
sions and agonies are unkeeded : he often sinks un- 
der the oppression, and perishes without pity. 
Others are made the tools of avariee and greedy 
sport ; not unfrequently they are forced by whips 
and goads to unnatural exertions beyond their 
strength—-nay, often destroyed by the tortures 
which they undergo for not being able to perform 
impossibilities ; and all this, to glut the gambling 
appetites of individuals whose hearts areeagerly a- 
live to the spirit eof mammon, but dead to the calls 
of humanity. When the poor animal, injured and 
more than half worn eut in the service of such 
masters, is no longer able to administer to their 
profit or pleasure, he is discarded and consigned to 
the possession of some still more mereiless task- 
master, (such is the reward of his past services 
and sufferings!) where, under an aceumulated 
weight of miserable exertion and thankless labor, 
he drags out the remainder of his unhappy days. 
How often is the herse subjected to shameful tor- 
ture through the ungovernable violence of evil- 
tempered riders, the deliberate ecruelties of down- 
right malice, the hasty paroxisms of anger, and 
the many nameless passions which disgrace both 
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the higher and lower orders of society! To what 
end has God supplied the horse with ability to pro- 
mote our interest, convenience, and pleasure ? 
Wherefore has he given him decility of temper and 
willing obedience of disposition, if such be the re- 
turn for his labors, such the gratitude he receives ?¢ 
If such dispositions to eruelty and unthankful- 
ness prevail amongst us, who shall say that the 
same mind is in us which was in Christ Jesus? Is 
it not ample proof how many hearts are still in 
their nataral state, still uninfluenced by grace, still 
alienated from the life ef God? If such be the 
hateful sovereignty we maintain over God’s creat- 
ures, shall not the very beasts of the field rise up 
in judgment with this generation and condemn it ? 
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THE WORKS OF GOD DISPLAYED. 
EARTHQUAKES. 


IN 1639, anearthquake happened in Sieily, which 
may justly be accounted one of the most terrible of 
which we have any account. It shook the whole 
island ; and not only that, but Naples and Maita 
shared inthe shoek. It was impossible for any 
persons in that country to keep themselves on their 
feet on the dancing earth. Those that lay on the 
ground were tossed from side to side as on a rolling 
billow : high walls leaped from their foundations 
several paces, &c. ‘Lhe mischief it did is ama- 
zing ; almost all the buildings were thrown down. 
Fifty-four cities and tewns, beside an ineredible 
number of villages, were either destroyed or great- 
ly damaged. We shall only instance the fate of 
Catania, one of the most famous, ancient and flour- 
ishing cities in the kingdom, the residence of sev- 
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eral monarchs and a university. This once fa- 
mous ciiy had the greatest share in the tragedy, 
Father Anthony Serrovita, being on his way thith- 
er, and at the distanee of a few miles, observed a 
black cloud Jike night hovering over the city ; and 
there arose from the mouth of Mont Gibelle great 
spires of flame, whicn spread all around. The 
sea, all of a sudden, began te roarand rise in bil- 
lows ; and there was a blow,-as if all the artillery 
inthe world had been at once discharged. The 
birds flew about astonished ; andthe eattle in the 
fields ran in wild affright. His and his compan- 
ion’s horses stopped short, trembling, so that they 
were forced to alight. They were no sooner off, 
but they were lifted from the ground above two 
palms ; when, casting his eyes towards Catania, 
there was not the least footstep to be seen. 5S. Bo- 
najutus assures us, that of 48,900 inhabitants, 
48.000 perished therein. 

In 1692, an Kartkquake happened in Jamaica, 
attended with the most terrible cireumstances. In 
two minutes, it destroyed the town of Port-Royal, 
at that time the capital of the island; sunk the 
houses ina gulf forty fathoms deep. It was at- 
tended with a huilow rumbling noise, like that of 
thunder: streets rose like the waves of the sea; 
first lifting up houses, and then immediately throw- 
ing them.down into the deep pits. All the wells 
discharged their waters with the mest violent agi- 
tation. ‘Phesea burst over its bounds, and delug- 
ed all that stood in its way. The fissures of the 
earth were, in some places, so great, that one of 
the streets appeared twice as broad as formerly. 
In some places, the people were swallowed up at 
once ; in others, the earth caught them by the 
middle, and crushed them to death; while others 
were swallowed up in one chasm, and thrown out 
alive by another. 
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Yet, as great a sufferer as Port-Royal was, more 
houses were left standing therein than on the whole 
island besides. Scarce a planting-house, or sugar- 
house was left standing on the whole island of Ja- 
maica. Several houses were shuffled some yards 
out of their places, and yet continued standing. 
One Hopkins had his plantation removed some dis- 
tance from the place where it stood, without any 
considerable alteration. How terrible are thy 
judgments, O God ! 


ea. 


ON DEVOTION.—From Dr. Paley. 


THE first Christians, as far as can be gathered 
from their history in the Acts of the Apostles and 
the Epistles, as well as from the subsequent ae- 
counts that are left of them, took great delight in 
exercises of devotion. ‘These seemed to form, in- 
deed, the principal satisfaction of their lives in 
this world: continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread, that is, celebrating the 
holy communion. from house to house, they eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising 
God. 

In this spirit Christians set out, finding the great- 
est gratification, they were capable of, in acts and 
exercises of devotion. A great deal of what is said 
in the New-Testament, by St. Paul in particular, 
about rejoicing in the Lord, rejoicing in the Holy 
Ghost, rejoicing in hope, rejoicing in consolation, 
rejoicing in themselves, as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing, refers to the pleasure and the high and 
spi;itual comfort, which they found in religious 
exercises. Much, I fear, of this spirit is fled. 

Is it true, that men in these days, perform reli- 
gieus exercisesas frequently as they ought? or, as 
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those did, who have gone before us in the christian 
course ? That is one question to be asked; but 
there is also another question of still greater im- 
portance, viz.—Do they find in these performances 
that gratification which the first and best disciples 
of the true religion found? which they oeughi to 


Jind, and which they would find, did ihey possess 


the tasie and relish, concerning Which we are dis- 
coursing, and which. if they do not pessess, they 
want one great proof of their hearts being right 
toward God ? 

li the spirit of prayer, as it is sometimes called, 
if the taste and relish for devotion, if a devotienal 
frame of mind be within us, it will shew itself in 
the turn and cast of our meditations, in the warmth, 
and carnestness, and frequency, of our secret ap- 
plications to God in prayer; inthe deep, unfeign- 
ed, keart-piercing, heart-sinking sorrow, of our 
confession,and our penitence ; in the sincerity of our 
gratitude and of our praise ; in our admiration ef 
the divine bounty to his ereatures; in our 
sense of particular mercies to ourselves. We shall 
pray much in secret. We shall address ourselves 
to Ged of our own accord, in our walks, our eloset, 
our bed. Form, in these addresses, will be nothing. 
Every thing will come from the heart. We shall 
feed the flame of devotion by continually returning 
to the subject. No man who is endued with the 
tasteand relish we speak of, will have God long 
out of his mind. 

Under one view or other, Ged cannot be long out 
of a devout mind. ‘ Neither was Godin all his 
thoughts.”’ is atrue description of a complete dere- 
liction of religious principle ; but it can, by no pos- 
sibility, be the case with the man, who has the spir- 
ed devotion, or any portion of that spirit within 

im. 

But it is not in our private religion alone, that 
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the effect and benefit ef this prineiple are pereeiv- 
ed. ‘he true taste and relish, we so much dwell 
upon, wil bring a man to the public worship of 
God; and whatis more, will bring him ia such a 
frame of mind, as to enable him to join in it with 
effect as to his own soul ; with effect as to every 
ebject, both public and private, intended by public 
worship. 

‘The spirit of devotion removes from the worship 
of God the pereeption of tediousness, and with that 
also every disposition te censure or cavil at partic- 
ular phrases, or expressions used in public worship. 

All such faults, even if they be real, and such 
observations upon them, are absorbed by the im- 
mense insportanee of the business, in which we are 
engaged. 

Quickness In discovering blemishes of this sort, 
is not the gift of a pious mind; still less, either 
levity, or acrimony in speaking of them. 

Moreover, the spirit of devotion reconciles us to 
repetitions. In other subjects repetitions soon be- 
come tiresome and cffensive. In devotion it is dif- 
ferent. Deep, earnest, heartfelt devotion naturally 
vents itself in repetition. Observe a person labor- 
ing under some cutting anghish of soul; and you 
will always find him breaking out inte ejaculations, 
imploring from God support, merey and relief, 
over and over again uttering the same prayer in 
the same words. | 

Nothing he finds suits so well the extremity of 
his sufferings, the urgency of his wants. as a con- 
tinued reeurrence to the same cries, and the same 
eall for the divine aid. Our Lord himself, in his 
last agony, affords a high example of what we are 
saying. ‘Thrice he besought his heavenly Father ; 
and thrice he used the same words: repetition, 


therefore, is not only tolerable in devotion, but it is 
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even dictated by a sense of suffering ané an acute- 
ness of feeling. 

To conclude, a spirit of devotion is one of the 
greatest blessings ; and, by consequence, the want 
of it, one of the greatest misfortunes, whicha 
christian can experience, 

When it is present, it gives life te every act of 
worship, we perform ; it makes every such act in- 
teresting and comfortable to ourselves. It is felt 
in our most retired moments, in our beds, our clos- 
ets, our business, our walks. It is stirred within 
us, when we are assembled with our children and 
servants in family prayer. It leads us to church, 
to the congregation of our fellow-christians there 
assembled ; it accompanies us in our joint offices 
of religion, in an especial manner ; and it returns 
us to our homes, holier, happier and better ; and 
lastly, what greatly enhances its value to every anx- 
ious Christian, it affords to himself a proof that 
his heart is right with God. 
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An extract of a letter from Mr. Henry Merritt 
to his brother in England. 


Marblehead, May 23, 1805. 
DEAR BROTHER, 

I HAVE the bappiness to inform you, that, 
through the merey of God, Mary and myself are 
both alive and well. But before you proceed any 
further in this sad tale of woe, let me entreat of 
you to fall down before God, and get your mind 
prepared to receive that whieh is very painful for 
me to relate, and, no doubt, will be extremely 
painful for you to hear. 

We sailed from Gravesend the 1st of March, 
and had almost a constant succession of contrary 
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winds, and several fresh gales. On the morning 
of April 6th, -being on the banks of Newfoundland, 
we discovered several pieces of ice floating along 
near our vessel, and in the forenoon some very 
large pieces like mountains, and some of them very 
high, approaching us. Our danger was great, yet 
about mid-day it abated a little, but towards night, 
became still more threatening. About half past 
42 o’clock our vessel struek against a large piece 
of ice. The shock was dreadful. We immediate- 
ly tried the pump, and found she had sprung a fresh 
leak. Weseta second pump to work, but all in 
vain. The fatal blow was now struck. Our cap- 
tain perceiving the danger, and without giving the 
steerage passengers the least notice, he immediate- 
Jy left the shipin the small boat. I met Thomas 
Tice just as he came on deck, and said, ** We must 
all perish ; shall we go down and die with our 
friends below ?” He hesitated a moment, and repli- 
ed, « We can do them no good,” and then immedi- 
ately left the ship te join the captain in the small 
hoat. However. I immediately went down: but 
oh! my dear brother, how shail I deseribe the 
heart-rending seene ! I ran to my dear wife, and 
fouad her in bed about half drest. I embraced 
her, as I did my dear parent and sisters. I appris- 
ed them of their danger. and exhorted them to 
pray and Jook to the Lord Jesus Christ for the sal- 
vation of their souls, telling them, I was come 
down to die with them, which was then my full in- 
tention. I wasatthat moment possessed of a firm- 
ness which is not very usual on sueh oceasions ; but 
the cries, tears and prayers of my friends soon 
overcame me, and I lost that courage which I at 
first possessed. J could, however, willingly have 
gone down with my wife in my arms, but she en- 
deavored to persuade me to use another effort for 
life. And while I was pointing out the impossibil- 
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ity of our escape, and laboring to reconcile her 
mind to death, she urged in reply the severe pain 
her mother would feel to hear of her death. Thro’ 
her persuasions, I went on deck again, taking her 
with me. I now heard the water was got inio the 
forecastle, and of course all hopes were over as to 
saving the ship. I now assisted the sailors in 
hoisting up the long boat, after having, with great 
difficulty, got my wife intoit. We lay in. the boat 
one upon another, and immediately the sailors 
came jumping in upon us, ready to break our bones. 
But we durst not say a word, being afraid we should 
be cast overboard. The sailors cut off the boat 
and pushed her from the ship, for fear so many 
should jump in asto sink her. You must think 
my mind was much pained when I was certain sey- 
eral of my friends were left. Wehad got about a 
quarter of a mile from the ship when she went 
duwn ; which, Ef suppose, might be twenty or thirty 
minutes after weleft her. Ithen put up my last 
prayer for my dear departing parent and friends, 
whem I hope I shall meet again when parting will 
be no more. Ft was now about two hours to the 
dawning of the day, and through mercy it proved 
a fine morning. This was on Sunday morning. 
We continued rowing through the whole of the 
day, in company with the little boat, being at first, 
I suppose, about 500 miles from any land. It was 
with great difficulty we got between the pieces of 
ice, some of which were like large high mountains, 
and seme like long islands, so that we were some- 
times ebliged to alter our course, and row along 
side of them, till we could find a parting where to 
getthrough. Towards the close of the day, we 
consulted whether it would be safest to tarry a- 
mong the ice, or take our chance in the open sea. 
The result was, that we had better row on, and 
commit ourselves to the mercy of Him, who speaks 
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and the wind and the seas obey him. We had a 
long and cold night. I wasin great fear about my 
wife, but she bore her sufferings better than my- 
self. For I had labored so much in the ship before 
I left it, that my strength was exhausted. 

Monaday,April 8th, we had a fine morning. We 
now formed alittle sail to assist us in getting our 
boat along, In the afternoon of this day, the 
wind arose and the sea began to roll, so that we 
expected nothing but death. ‘Pill this time the 
smal] boat was made fast to our stern: but now 
the captain begged thatit might be eut from us, 
fearing, as our boat was the largest, lest we should 
draw it under water. We therefore cut them from 
us, and then, expecting to go down, they begged 
hard to be taken into our boat, promising to lie un- 
der our feet or any where, so that they might be 
but taken in. A desire of self-preservation indue- 
ed us to give them a positive denial. ‘They still 
begged hard, and were making up to board us, 
as we thought, which caused us to hoist up our lit- 
tle sail and ply our oars, and so we left them.* At 
length the morning of the 9th of April appeared, 
but it was foggy and unpleasant, which was much 
against us. At length the feg cleared off, the day 
was rather more pleasant, and we got clear of the 
ice. Our food being very short, we made only two 
jittle meals a day, one about ten in the morning, 
and the other about five in the afternoon. ° 

We had just taken one ef these small meals, and 
were about to resume our labor, when the steward 
of the ship cried out, inaecents of joy, A sail 





* Mr. M. observes also, that eight persons were saved 
In the small boat, and thirty-nine in the long boat—in all, 
forty-seven; and that twenty-seven were left on board 
the ship, and perished. From which, it appears the 
smal) boat reached the shore. 
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ahead!” Hope immediately revived in every 
breast ; but this hope wassadly mingled with tear ; 
for, after we had looked some time at this sail, 
which was at a great distance (at least, nine or ten 
miles) one of the crew said, ** It is either a sail or 
a piece of ice.” Oh who can enter into the true 
state and feelings of our minds on this occasion! 
After sometime it was plainly discovered to be a 
sail. We then rowed towards her, but with little 
hopes of coming up with ber. After three or four 
hours, we perceived the vessel to be a schooner, and 
hoisted a sailor’s jacket and Mrs. P’s apron asa 
signal of distress. Wenow observed the ship te 
shift her course and stand for us. In about half 
an hour we came up with the vessel. The sailers 
had covered us over with great coats, that the peo- 
ple of the schooner might not see how many we 
had on board, lest they should refuse to take usin. 
Our second mate now asked the captain to take 
some poor castaways in. * Aye, my sons,” he re- 
plied, “ we will take you in.” Immediately we 
sprung up in the boat, and our number struek the 
eaptain with astonishment. But he and his men, 
being eightin number, received us with tears in 
their eyes. I was no sooner on deck, but I fell on 
my face and burst into a flood of tears, The ves- 
sel proved to be a Marblehead fisherman. 

We had not been on board more than one hour 
before a strong breeze came on, and had we been 
at that time at sea in the boat, we must have gone 
to the bottom. But blessed be the Lord, he saved 
our lives from destruction ! 

Asthere were many sehooners from Marblehead 
at the banks of Newfeundland, we met with seve- 
ral afterwards, and were shifted from one to anoth- 
er till we arrived safe at Marblehead on the 23d 


of May. 
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THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST, 


THE most illustrious evidence of the divine eri- 
gin of Christianity, and that evidence to which its 
great Author most eonfidently appealed, when eal- 
led upon to prove the authority of his mission, con- 
sisted in the exercise of miraculous powers. ‘lhe 
miracles of Christ were so frequent, that they could 
not be the effeets of chance ; so public, that they 
could not be the contrivanee of fraud and impost- 
ure ; so instantaneous, that they could not result 
from any preeoneerted scheme; and so beneficial 
in their immediate consequences, and so conducive 
to propagate the salutary truths he taught, that 
they could not proceed from the agency of evil spir- 
its. Our Lord did not come aceording to the ex- 
pectatien of many of the Jews, as the conqueror of 
their enemies, to display his poliey in council, and 
his courage in the field : but he was invested with 
powers, that enabled him te triumph over the works 
of darkness, and suspend the laws of nature. he 
frequent and public exercise of those powers was 
essential to his character as a teacher sent from 
God, so that miracles were the fullest and most 
satisfactory credentials of his divine mission. 

This divine Personage, whose manifestation to 
the world was preceded by sucha regular train of 
prophecies ; who instantaneously cured inveterate 
diseases, and at whose word even the dead arose; 
whose mind was adorned with consummate wisdom, 
and whose conduct was distinguished by every vir- 
tue ; descended from heaven to deliver a perfect 
rule of faith and practice, and taught those impor- 
tant and indispensable lessons of duty, which are 
essentially necessary to the present and future hap- 
piness of mankind. 

Kett’s Elements. 
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The rapid and extensive propagation of the Gos: 
pel at its first preaching. 


OF all the proofs, which are adduced to estab- 
lish the trath of Christianity, there is no one more 
splendid, than that which arises from the rapid 
an? extensive propagation of the Gospel ; and this 
proof will appear very strong if it be considered as 
the fulfilment of a long train of Prophecies. Far 
from being intimidated by the opposition, the enmi- 
ty, or even the most severe and bloody persecutions 
of a hostile world. the Apostles readily obeyed the 
commands of their divine Master, and declined no 
hardships, and avoided no danger, in order to make 
proselytes to the faith. The effeet of their labors 
was ina very short time visible in every country, 
to which they direeted their steps. ‘The rich and 
the poor, the learned and the illiterate, the polished 
natives of Italy and Grecee, as well asthe rude in- 
habitants of the most uncivilized countries, enlisted 
under the banner of the Cross. The most ancient 
and most popular establishments of religion, which 
had ever been known in the world, gradually gave 
way te the new faith. ‘The Greek, the Roman, and 
the Barbarian forsook thetvr temples, consecrated 
by the veneration of ages to idolatrous worship, and 
repaired incrowds to the Christian charehes 3 and 
at the close ofonly three centuries from its origin, 
the faith of the lowly Jesus of Nazareth was em- 
braced by Constantine, the Sovereign of the Roman 
world, and throughout the wide compass of his do- 
minions it was raised tothe honors of a triumphant 
ehurch, and to all the privileges and seeurity of an 
established religion. 

For the clearest proofs of these facts we may ape 
peal not only to the animated details of those early 
Christian Writers, commonly ealled the Fathers of 
the Church, who expressed themselves in terms of 
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reat exultation at the prospect of this wide diffu- 
sion of the faith ; but tea number of Pagans who 
were strongly prejudiced against the Christian 
cause, or were enemies to its advaneement in the 
world. The successive accounts of Justin Martyr, 
Tertuilian, Eusebius and Chrysostom, who were all 
eminent writers in the Church, are confirmed by the 
express declarations of Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny, 
Lucian and Porphyry, all of whom were Pagans, 
and lived within three centuries from the time of 
Christ. 

if the circumstances of discouragement and dan- 
ger, under whieh the faith of Christ made so extra- 
ordinary a progress, be more distinctly enumerat- 
ed, we shall more properly estimate the value of the 
argument drawn from the rapid propagation of 
Christianity, when it was first proclaimed to the 
world. : 

Most of the Apostles were not only persons of 
Jow education, and ignoble birth, and destitute of 
every distinction te recommend them to the notice 
and favor ef the world ; but were exposed to the 
slander and malice of their countrymen, for their 
attachment to Christ, and held in detestation by 
the natives of other places, by reason of their Jew- 
ish extraction and manners. They went forth to 
discharge their duty, as the missionaries of their 
divine Master, ata time when the world was en- 
lightened by learning and seience ; when philos- 
ophy was cultivated in the sehools of Greece, and 
general knowledge was diffused over many ef the 
plaees, which were the principal scenes of their Ja- 
_ bors, sufferings, and triumphs. The wilesof impos- 
ture and the artifices of falsehood, eould not long 
have escaped the detection of such inquisitive, intel- 
ligent, and enlightened people, as flourished in that 
| age. The Apostiesand their converts were expos- 
ed to the taunts of derision, and the cruelties of per- 
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secution ; and they risked the loss not only of liber. 
ty aud eharacter, of friends and relations, but even 
of iife itself, for the profession of their new faith. 
Priests, Magistrates, and Kings were leagued a- 
gainst them, as they were falsely represented to be 
the abetiors of dangerous innovations, and the dis- 
turbers of publie order and tranquillity. They pro- 
claimed a system adverse no less to the established 
religion, thanto the dearest hopes of the Jews, as 
they expected atriumphant Messiah from heaven, 
to deliver them from temporal distress, and restore 
the glory of their fallen kingdom. They looked 
with contempt on the disciples of Christ, who had 
suffered the punishment of a common malefactor. 
When the Apostles preached the Gospel to the 
Gentile world, they proposed no union of the prin- 
ciples of Christianity with the rites of Polytheism ; 
but, on the contrary, boldly asserted the necessity 
of everthrowing every altar of every idol, and of 
establishing the exclusive worship of the one true 
God, Sueh was the nature ef their plain declara- 
tions 2t the particular time, when the people of ev- 
ery country were strongly attached to their ancient 
and revered esta‘ lishments of religion. which 
eharmed the eye with magnificent processions and 
ceremonies, and gratified the passions with licen- 
tious festivals. Thus the power and authority of 
the great, the interests of the priests, the passions 
and prejudices of the bulk of mankind, were all 
engaged in open hostility against the preachers of 
the new religion, and seemed forever likely to ex- 
clude the admission of Christianity. But all these 
ebstacles, irresistible as they would have been by 
exertions merely human, gradually yielded to tho 
unexceptionable testimony, which the first mission- 
aries bore to the character, actions and resurrec- 
tion of their Lord and Master,—to the evidence of 
miracles, which they were enabled to perform,— 
and to the power of divine truth.—Keii’s Elements. 
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THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

HE who peruses the Gospels and Epistles with 
attention, must be struck by a remarkable peculiar- 
ity of narrative and argument, which runs through 
every part of them. ‘There is no appearance of 
artifice or duplicity in the sacred Writers ; no en- 
deavor to raise the reputation of friends or depre- 
ciate the characters of enemies. ‘there is no effort 
made ts reconcile the mind ofthe reader to what is 
marvellous in their narrative ; no studied attempt 
to fire his imagination, or rouse his passions in their 
cause. Allis fair, temperate, and candid. Vain, 
itis true, were the search for those ornaments 
which distinguish the classical writers; but still 
in their works there is frequently a pleasing sim- 
plicity, and sometimes a sublimity of expression, al- 
though these beauties seem rather to rise naturally 
out ofthe subject, than toresult from the labor of 
composition, or any choice or arrangement of words. 
One circumstance there is, in which the New Tes- 
tament rises to an elevation, which no other book ean 
reach. Here presides the majesty of pure and un- 
sullied truth, which shines in unadorned but awful 
state, and never turns aside to the blandishments 
of flattery, or listens to the whispers of prejudice, 
or defamation. Here alone she invariably supports 
the same dignified and uniform character, and 


| points with equal impartiality to Peter now profes- 


sing his unalterable fidelity, and now denying his 
Lord ;—to the Apostles at one time deserting 
Cligist, and at another, hazarding theiv lives by the 
botd profession of his Gospel. And these plain 
eharacters of truth afford the clearest eviconve of 
the iaspiration of the sacred books. ‘The Holy 
Spirit, whose assistance was promised, to his dis- 
ciples by their heavenly Master, guarded them 
from error in their narratives, in the statement of 
their precepts, and the developement of their doe- 
trinese* Upon such momentous points, as centrib- 
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ute to form an infallible rule and standard of faith 
and practice, they were guided by the divine wisdum, 
and thus are raised to a degree of authority and 
eredibility unattainable by all other writers. J 
‘‘ I¢ doth not appear, that ever it came into the [ 
mind of these writers, how this or the other action | 
would appear to mankind, or what objections might P 
be raised uponthem, But without at all attend. 
ing to this, they lay the facts before you, at nv pains 
to think,wheti:er theywould appear credible or not. P 


“Ef the reader will not believe their testimony, there ; 


isno help for it: they tell the truth, and attend tof 
nothing else. Surely this looks like sincerity, and | 
that they published nothing to the world, but what 
they believed themselves.” Duchal, quoted by Pa- 
ley, vol. ii. p. 182. : 
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A FRIENDLY HINT. 





IT grieves me much to hear the BLEsT SupREME 
Rudely appeal’d to on each trifling theme : 
Cease from this vice, to be profane despise, 
To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise.— 
Would you dare swear upon a bed of death ? 
Reflect ! this moment GOD may stop your breath ! 
How should you then that condemnation dread 
Which oft you’ve call’d upon your guilty head, 
And often wish’d en friends and foes to fall ? 
© ! change your mind, and now for mercy call. 














Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorn thy [ ' 
Gen in cain : for the Lory will not hold him guilt- } 3 
less that taketh his namein vain. Exod. xx. 7, : 


Because of SwEanrine the land mourneih. 
Jer. xxiii. 10. 
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